Abstract
wanting to attract foreign students in exchange of currency (from tuition fees), the low level of tuition fees and living cost in Romania and the prestige of the higher education system (the quality of education and the existence of some rare and prestigious types of higher education, like oil and gas).
An important question arises: what was the main type of higher education in attracting the foreign students? The answer may have been known, the medicine and pharmacy higher education (MPHE), but a proper argumentation still lacks [4] . Another important contribution of this article is that it covers the period after 1975, since most of the published works for MPHE are before this period [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] . In this paper I will employ statistical methods in order to demonstrate that medicine and pharmacy was the leading type of higher education in attracting foreign students in Romania. The statistical data analysed are unpublished and are collected from the Archive of National Institute for Statistics and other archival sources [11] [12] [13] . Three main statistical indicators are being used for the period [1975] [1976] [1977] [1978] [1979] [1980] [1981] [1982] [1983] [1984] [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] : the total number of foreign students enlisted, the number of freshmen and of graduates, all at country level During the communist regime, Romania underwentmany changes. One of the domain of activities with important developments was the system of higher education. Although the political influence and propaganda were realities of the higher education after 1948, new university centers were developed, new types of higher education, institutions and specializations were founded, infrastructure and teaching methods were modernized Although higher education, as a main way of creating specialised working force for social and economical needs [1] , was an important aspect of the communist regime, it is not a subject too well researched, with many aspects left to be discovered, presented and analyzed [2, 3] . The situation of foreign students is one of such examples.
Foreign students were attracted by the Romanian higher education, but it was only starting with1975 that their number started to steadilyincrease. The main reasons for this situation were the following: the Romanian authorities and for the MPHE.
The number of foreign students enlisted One of the most important indicators for the MPHE is the number of foreign students. In the analyzed period, the minimum number of foreign students in the higher education system, including medicine and pharmacy was recorded in 1975, while the maximum number of foreign students in MPHE was reached in 1982, when 8177 students were enrolled, one year before the highest number of foreign students in Romania: 16962. On average, there were 5739 foreign students enrolled in MPHE meaning more than 52% of the foreign students coming for studies in Romania were attending MPHE.
When calculating the proportion of the foreign students from MPHE in the total number of foreign students from Romania, an increasing and continuous trend is easily traceable for the 15 years analyzed, from as low as 34.2% in 1975 to as high as 74.9% in 1989. This trend is even more important after 1982, when the share of foreign students in the total students enlisted in the Romanian higher education was starting to decrease.
Another important aspect to be emphasized is that the great majority of foreign students coming to MPHE in Romania were male students. On average 81.7% of foreign students entering MPHE were male, consistent with the fact that in the entire higher education, 85.4% of the foreign students were male
The number of freshmen enlisted Another important indicator is the total number of foreign freshmen. On average, there were 1438 foreign freshmen in MPHE and 3219 in the entire higher education (almost 50% of all the freshmen between 1975-1989 were enrolled in MPHE). Most foreign freshmen were registered in the year 1977 (2110 students), while in the entire higher education there were 4985 freshmen in 1980. In the analyzed period, the years 1975, 1986 and 1987 were the only ones with under 1000 freshmen registered.
The freshmen from MPHE amounted to a maximum of 74% (1988) from all the registered freshmen in the higher education, and as low as 34% in 1981. Foreign freshmen were representing 8% of all freshmen in Romanian higher education.
The number of graduates
For the situation of graduates the available data was for the period 1974-1988. On average, there were 1572 graduates in the higher education and 700 in MPHE (up to 1249 in 1985 from a minimum of 61 graduates in 1975). In the Romanian higher education there were 7 years with over 2000 foreign graduates (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) ) and six years with more than 1000 foreign graduates of MPHE (1982 to 1987), which shows an almost perfect overlapping proving that MPHE in the 1980s was the most important type of higher education from the point of view of foreign graduates.
On average almost 5% of the total number of graduates of higher education in Romania were foreign graduates, and 38% of them studied in MPHE ( 
Institutions of MPHE and their number of students
During communism, MPHE functioned in the structure of two types of institutions: general and specific. Among those specific there were two types: Institutes of Medicine and Institutes of Medicine and Pharmacy (medical and pharmaceutical). In Timisoara, and for a brief period also in Iasi, there was only an Institute of Medicine. In Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Iasi and Târgu Mures functioned Institutes of Medicine and Pharmacy. In addition to these institutions, in 1970 a Faculty of General Medicine (Medicină Generală), later Faculty of Medicine, was established at the University of Craiova. The University of Craiova was the only institution that hosted medicine education outside specific institutions.
Let us mention that all these institutios were active not only in the most important higher education centers, but they also had a location important for the regional health care system, taking into account the role of dispersion and simultaneously, regional attraction of specialized staff.
The most important institution for MPHE in terms of attracting foreign students, was the Institute of Medicine and Pharmacy from Bucharest, which had enrolled an average of 1872 students, followed by the Institute of Medicine and Pharmacy of Cluj-Napoca with its 1117 students, Institute We can easily observe the general trend of the increased number of foreign students in all institutions from 1975 to the beginning of 1980, followed by a decrease and then a new increase for the last two years of communism.
Another interesting aspect is the number of foreign students attracted by MPHE compared to those of the higher education centers in which they are based. Thus, in Bucharest, the most important centre of higher education in the country, 46.47% of foreign students were enrolled in MPHE, lower than in Timisoara which had 57.76%. The same value was 61.30% for Iaşi, 65.51% for Cluj-Napoca, but much lower than for Craiova, where foreign students were in an impressive share of 92.80%.
The situation was not so much changed regarding the proportion of foreign freshmen in MPHE from the total number of foreign freshmen: 41.34% in Bucharest, 46.07% in Timisoara, 61.73% in Iaşi, 62.21% in Cluj-Napoca and again a big share in Craiova, 90%.
We also have a situation of the countries of origin for the foreign students in MPHE, but only for the year 1988/1989. A Top 10 of such countries is the following: 1155 foreign students came from Greece, 966 from Syria, 913 from Israel, 480 from Jordan, 466 from Iran, 336 from Germany (Federal Republic), 324 from Sudan, 260 from Lebanon, 171 from Yemen and 141 from Yugoslavia [14] . Like most of the examples mentioned, many other countries of origin for the foreign students were from the African continent and oil-rich Arab countries, in the context of good political and economical cooperation with Romania.
Among the faculties of MPHE, Faculty of Medicine attracted more foreign students than the other faculties, followed by When assessing the data from the table above, it is important, again, to note the changes in the structure of faculties of MPHE: starting with 1986, the Faculty of Pharmacy and the Faculty of Dentistry were merged in Bucharest and Cluj-Napoca, while in Timisoara, as already mentioned, dentistry was merged with medicine, and in Iasi with the Faculty of Pharmacy. These notes are important also for understanding the data in the following table:
When re-focusing on the national level from the local level, the importance of MPHE in attracting foreign students in the Romanian higher education is easy to demonstrate.
Conclusions
After 1948, the development of higher education was at all levels important, including attracting foreign students. The most successful type of higher education in this regard was MPHE. Regarding the main reasons which led to this situation we mention the low tuition fees and cost of living in Romania, the need for currency of the Romanian state, especially in the 1980s and the prestige of Romanian higher education.
Maximum number of foreign students enrolled in higher education was achieved in 1981, 16962 foreign students and for MPHE in 1982, 8177 foreign students. On average, there were 5739 foreign students enrolled in MPHE meaning that more than 52% of the foreign students in Romania were attending MPHE, all based on a continuously increasing trend during the 15 years analysed.
As for the gender representation, on average 81.7%
of foreign students entering MHPE were male, consistent with the fact that in the entire higher education, 85.4% of the foreign students were male. On average, there were 1438 foreign freshmen in MPHE and 3219 in the entire higher education (almost 50% of all the freshmen between 1975-1989 were enrolled in MPHE), while 700 were graduates of MPHE (1572 graduates were in the Romanian higher education). On average almost 5% of the total number of graduates of higher education in Romania were foreign graduates and 38% of them studied in MPHE.
The most important institution of MPHE was the Institute of Medicine and Pharmacy Bucharest, both structurally and statistically. On average, Bucharest attracted 1872 foreign students, followed by its counterparts in Cluj-Napoca (1117) and Iasi (1096).
In terms of attracting foreign students in the Romanian higher education, Craiova amounted an impressive proportion of over 90% of the enrolled foreign students in MPHE, with important shares also for other centers of MPHE. In Bucharest, the most important higher education centre of the country, over 46% of foreign students were included in MPHE, highlighting once again the leading role of this type of higher education in attracting foreign students in Romania.
MPHE was the most important type of Romanian higher education in terms of attraction of foreign students. As new documents will be available, new analyses on the issues already highlighted in this article will contribute to a better knowledge of the development of Romanian higher education and MPHE in the communist period.
